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One day while purging unnecessary and unused files on my Windows XP computer, I spotted two massive files on the C:\ drive that perplexed me. One was hiberfil.sys at nearly 3.5 gigabytes! And, the other was pagefile.sys at 2 gigabytes!

I did not delete them right then and there. First, I checked them out on Google. As it turns out, both of the system files serve a purpose. 

Hiberfil.sys is a file the system creates when the computer goes into hibernation mode. Windows uses the file when it is turned back on. If you don’t need hibernation mode and want to delete the file you need to turn the hibernation option off before Windows will allow you to delete the file. 

The file size depends largely on the size of active RAM in the computer as the contents of the file are basically a

RAM image. That explains why the file was so large. My computer has 4G of RAM — although it only recognizes

3.25 gigabytes.

I couldn’t see a need to have hibernate enabled on my computer so I disabled it by unchecking the Enable Hibernation box in Power Options in the Control Panel. (The procedure for turning hibernation off is significantly different between Windows XP and Vista.)

The next time I rebooted, though, my UPS scolded me for not having hibernation enabled. The UPS unit used that as storage space in case the power goes out and battery power has to kick in. 

I was careful to research pagefile.sys before taking any kind of action that might compromise it.
Good thing, too. Pagefile.sys is the virtual memory file Windows uses. Typically, when installed, Windows sets the size of the file at around 1-1/2 times the physical memory size. However, the size may vary depending on the amount of free disk space when the file is created and other factors. The default size generally works fine but it can be changed. Windows uses this file for its normal operation, but if you really need the space you can delete it after turning the virtual memory option off. Just  be aware that this can cause extreme instability in Windows — even causing it to stop working. Yikes!

Back in the old 3.11 Windows days, a file like this was called a swap file. Windows used the hard disk space even then to simulate extra memory.  A swap file helped when printing large documents, among other uses. 

Not surprisingly, experts advise leaving pagefile.sys alone and to look elsewhere for files to delete!

